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The Arts ufed to abufe and impofe upon the People, the fame in the Portugal as in the 


Brench Trade. |! 


Four valear Evrors or Miftakes about the Portugal Trade. | “ 

No general Prohibition of Englifh Woollen Manufattures ever was made im Portugal, 
nor of any of oxr Manufactures, except the Medley Woollen Cloths, : yi 

The Treaty with Portugal, and the Treaty of Commerce with France, very confifpent. 








HAT has been faid on thofe Heads of Trade 
already mentioned in this Paper, has been 
fo Satisfuctory, and the Teftimonies of it 
are fo many, from divers Parts of Britain, 

as well as: here, that it gives leave to adjourn for 
awhile thofe- farther Arguments and Explanations which 
might have been brought in the Affair of the Silk Manu- 
factures: To {peak vw another great Subjest, and equally 
improved to raile Popular Complaints againft the 
Treaty of Commerce, (Viz.) Lhe Trade to Portugal. 

As the like Arts have been made ufe of to poffefs 
the People’ with an Opinion, that the hitereft of Bri- 
tain lias been necle@ed with refpea to the Portugal 
Trade, which -avere before employ'd in that of the 
French ; f9,it will cafily be made appear, it has beea 
done with the like Weaknels, and ’tis hopedit thall be 
with the like Succefs, | 

The Suggeftions in this Cafe are fpecicus, and the 
Regard , thofe who form them pretend to have to the 
Pubjick Intereft, makes tem fomething bcpular: But 
when fet in a true Light, and the foundation of Truth 
raken from them, all the Weight they now bear will 
torfake them. Stialecinsalll ilenatitie 

It is alledged, That the Treaty with France, and the 
Treaty fornacrly made. with Portugal, and now fub- 
fifting, are ificonfiftent with one another ; That the effed 
of the Treaty with France will be the Jeflening the 
Importation of Portugal Wines, by lowering the Du- 
ties on the French ; ‘tlc this will leflen the Confump- 
tion of our Woollen Manufactures in Portugal ; that 
our Trade there will be entircly loft by a Prohibition of 
all our Woollen Manufactures jin Portugal, as it was 
before the War: And the like. 

Thefe are Prerenfions of no fmall Weight, if they 


were founded in Rerion or-4fruttice » but, asthe contraty . 


is very eafic fo be made out, there is nothing lefe to 
do, but to fet the tare of the Portugal Trade ina true 
Light, that every one may make ox omg of it agree- 
able th Trurh, and foundedwpon Reaton. 

In order ‘to this, it is needful to go back and look 
into the former fiate.of che Portugal Trade, beiore 
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the late Treaty, ‘and enquire into the Nature and 
Reafon of thofe Alterations, Additions and. En 
creafes, which “have been accidents to that, Trade, 
and which have brought it from what it was, to what 


it now is; in which, it the Caufes afigu’d for its Encreafe, 


ate amiftaken, the Notions we. enrertain of .fuch ‘an 
fuch things endangering its Decreafe, will appear equally 
groundlefs. < 

Two general and vulgar Errors, or Miftakes, are en« 
tertained among us relating to the firk part of the Por- 
tugal Trade; ( viz.) what it was before the Treaty with 
Portugal; and two more relating to what it Now is, 
or will be by reafon of the Peace. The Miftakes about 
what it was, are, (1) That the Portuguefe had prohibi« 
ted al! our Woollen Mannfaétures. (2) Thar the. En- 
ereaf of our Trade or Fy, orc co Portugal, was occafi- 
ened by, and depended upon flie-Encreafe of our Des 
mand for their \Wines. Our Miftakes about what the 
Portugal Trade is now, or is like ro be, are. (1) Thae 
upon our seducing the Duties of French Wine by the 
Treaty of Comimerce with-Franee to an Equality with 
the Portuguefe Wines, the Wine-Frade fiom Portueal 
will be ruined, and we fhall Import ino more. (2) Thar 
upon this, the Portuguefe will immediately prohibit: 
our Woollen: Manufactures; and fo that grear. Trade 
which it is alledged, rho’ fa'fly too, Ex ports two Millions 
yearly in the Growth and Manufacture of Great Britain 
wil! be loft | a he 

If every one of thefe may be'clearly proved to be Mi- 
ftakes, and that neither the: Things fuggefted, or the 
Confequences drawn from them, can be fupparted by 
Truth’ or Reafon; then all our UneafinefS about this 
Portugal Trade will appear caufelefs and ill grounded, 
To do this, there needs no more,than to ftate Matters 


of Fast, and give fuch Proofs of every thing,as the Cafe 


will admit. ) 

1. That all eur Woollen Manufa€tures were Prohibi- 
ted before the War, is a Mittake; and truly this is a 
Myftuke of fach a nature, fo obvious, and fo eafy to be 


confured, that it is wonderful, ic fhould be expeSed i 


aay Lody to do heir Arginpents anyService. It is we 
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SS kitewn upon the -Fxchange, and no Portugal Merchant 


ding, can be ignorant,that the Prohibi- 
N.LY of. our Medley Cloths, which were 
mported there, but t& be 

WOTTRS Reafons wingeof alfo were afligned: ( viz.) 
Not that they fet about the making them there, as fome 
‘alledged, but becaufe they tound their People forward 





to run into the French way of Clothing and Dreflings 


themfelves, which the Court for many Reafons thought 


fic to prevent. But no Man,who has any competent, 
Snowlelge of the Port tadés will i retend that rhe. 


Baycs , Sayes , Perpersy Retges, Stuffs Stockings, C. 
‘tons, Plains, Kerfeys, 8c. which were always the Grofs 
of the Englith Exportations to Portugal, were ever un- 


der any Prohibition there, or any other of our Woollen, 


Manufactures, the Woollen Cloths as above only ex- 


ce pfets © . /O \ 
; Aaa neceflarily undeceive many Pepple, remove? ¢ their Wings ; rby swhich they maft make. it appear, that» 


their Uneafineifes about the Portugal Trade, and con- 
vinee them alfo, that fome People are very willing to 


ympofe upon them, and tosconceal Matters of Fact trom 


them. 


in this Paper [ball, carry its Evidence along with it, the 
lords of the late Treaty with Portugal may be produ- 


ced for Proof: In the fecond Article, after the Propor-": 


tion between the Cuftoms of Portuguefe Wines and rhe 
Cufiom of French Wines is fertled, follow thefe Words; 
Bat if shis Abatement of Cujtoms as is prefwmed-to be made, 
proall be after any mauncr prejudiced or abolifhed, tt [hall be 
juli and lanful for bis Sacred Roval. Mayefty, of Portugal 
again to.fonbid rhe WOOLLEN CLOTHS. | 
Agitenent was not fo-abfolutely and unalterably laid 
down, as an Effential of the Treaty between England 
ahd Paftueal: without which the Peace of the two 
Nations Could not fubfift; but provifion was cxprelly 
Wade inthe verv’ Article, that if ir fhould be ABO- 
Eis BeED * the Peace fhould remainentire; only the 

ing “oF , 

ought fit; to make himfelf amends upon England, by 
Prolabitine:the Fnglith WOOLLEN CLOTHS. 

But to Prolibic the whole Woollen Manufacture for 
this, Would have been in fabttance a general Prohibi- 


tion'of Commerce, efpecially as our Trade to Portugal, 
is row fated, and perhaps fuck a general Prohibiuon, 


would no more be ¢onfiiiing with the Ingercit of the 
Portnguefe, thn it iswith our Inteseft ; and is a thing 
very feldom, if cver, practifed between any Nation, 
éxcept in Cafe of an open Rupture, 

~The next vulear Frror, or Mifiake, which we are led 


into About the Portugal Trade, is, chat che Encreafe of 
foollen) Manuf: tures of Great- 


our Exports of the 
Britkin ro Portugal, is occafioned by, and depends 
upon the Encreafe of our Demand tor their Wines: 
This, hewever abfird, anil in irs nature contrary to 
the Truth of Fact, is the thing,on which the Argument 
is made to turn; trom which they would infer, rhat as 
‘our Demand: for Porragal Wine dereales, fo will their 
Dcmand tor our Manutictures decline ;,and in thort, 
that if bythe coming in of French Wines, the Por- 
tue! Wine. thall be wholly left off, ag they vainly fug- 
acft, f will allo rhe Demand for oar Woollen Manu- 
fSturestiy Porrugal cane, and that Trade be leit. 

The People,wha® Argue thus, confute themtelves in 
érheir own Calculations: For Firft, To magnifie rhe 


Phaewhbr is faid here.may, 4s tt 1 refolved all things | 


From hence maybe nored alfo, that: this part of the \» from Lisbon to Brazil, are now feventy, ci 


ortugal would then be at dibercy, if he, 


Portugal Trade, they tell us, that we Export title: 
Annually the value of two Millions Sterling, molt ot 
it im the Woollen Manufactures .of Greas-Britaiss. 
Againft this, give chem leave to make their own Eu1ii- 
mates of the Wine we Import from thence, and tike 
the largeft Year and rhe higheft:Price they caft reafona- 
bly fuppofe ; the Quantity will not amount to above § 


OF 9009 Ton. Which Account there will in the puriiic 
of this Article, appear Reafon to make grear abatement 


of too ; but were it fo, and account the Wines prime 
Coftone,wig'kauother atts /. per. Ton, or, 19 pleaje 
them, at a5] per Ton, whiclg ® much above the true Coit 
in Portugal, they will hdt nfount to 200,000 |. whiclr, 
by their own Account, is lefS than one Tenth "part of 
the Dentand for our Manufactures. This will very ill 
make it out, that their Demand for our Manufacture? 
is occafioned by, and depends upon our Demand for 


the Nine parts of the Trade ‘depefid upon the Tenth, 
and the greater is occafioned by the lefs, which is an 
Abfurdity in the very nature of the thing. 

But the Matter of Fa&.is evident, and known'to all 
that have hat any tolerable Knowledge of the Portugal 
‘Trade ; (viz.) That the Encreafe of the Trade to Por- 
tugal, has been gccafion’d by the Diftovery within rhef 
tew Years of the Gold Mines of’ St. Paul in the Brazils, 
by which ‘an immenfe Treaflire is gain’d yearly to the 
Portuguefe Nation, as well as .to their King ; that by 
this means the People in Brazil are fo encreafed in 

Vealth, and, the Trade to Brazil fo encreafed, as a Con- 
fequence; that the Flects which about twelve Years ago 
were uftally twenty-three to’ twenty-eight Sai! of Ships 
) ghty, to a 
hundred Sail; and the Exports of Englith Goods to Por- 
tugal are encreafed in propoftion. 

_ This is the true and the: only Reafon of the,Encreafe 
of their Demand for Englifh Manutaétures ;\and this 
has no more Dependance upon, or is occafiondl’by our 
Remand for their Wines, than it depen upon any 
thing,that has uo relation at all to it. 

The Nature of the Trade to Portugal fhould have 
been farther entred into in the next MERCATOR, by 
which it would have appeared, that by the great Quan- 
tity of Goods Great-Britain takes off from the Portu- 
guefe, of the Growth of their Country, and which the 
can find a Market for in no, other part of the World, 
e(pecially their Wines, the Yrade is equally beneficial 
to them as it isto us, and the Necefliry of the Trade 
fur greater on their fide than ours. : 

But in regard a late printed Scheme of the Trade ta 
France has made fo much Noife, the next MERCATOR 
fhall expofe the Fraud of that Scheme from Authentick 
Papers and Accounts laid before the Houfe of Commons 
by the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms, by which it may 
be feen, what Attempts have formerly been made to 
blind and impofe upon the People. | 
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The Reader is defer'd to CorreEt the folloxing Mijpakes in 
the lajt Paper. 


Col. 1. Line 35. for # read cre. Col. 2 Line 5. for 
16 Livres per Pound read 16. Livres per Hundred, 
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